TWO ON A TOWER

The idea that some family skeleton, like those he
had read of in memoirs, had been unearthed by Louis,
and held before her terrified understanding as a matter
which rendered Swithin's departure, and the neutral-
ization of the marriage, no less indispensable to them
than it was an advantage to himself, seemed a very
plausible one to Swithin just now. Viviette might
have taken Louis into her confidence at last, for the
sake of his brotherly advice. Swithin knew that of her
own heart she would never wish to get rid of him ; but
coerced by Louis, might she not have grown to enter-
tain views of its expediency ? Events made such a
supposition on St. Cleeve's part as natural as it was
inaccurate, and, conjoined with his own excitement
at the thought of seeing a new heaven overhead, in-
fluenced him to write but the briefest and most
hurried final note to her, in which he fully obeyed her
sensitive request that he would omit all reference to
his plans. These at the last moment had been modi-
fied to fall in with the winter expedition formerly
mentioned, to observe the Transit of Venus at a remote
southern station.

The business being done, and himself fairly plunged
into the preliminaries of an important scientific pil-
grimage, Swithin acquired that lightness of heart which
most young men feel in forsaking old love for new
adventure, no matter how charming may be the girl
they leave behind them. Moreover, in the present
case, the man. was endowed with that schoolboy
temperament which does not see, or at least consider
with much curiosity, the effect of a given scheme upon
others than himself. The bearing upon Lady Con-
stantine of what was an undoubted predicament for
any woman, was forgotten in his feeling that she had
done a very handsome and noble thing for him, and
that he was therefore bound in honour to make the
most of it.

His going had resulted in anything but lightness of
heart for her.    Her sad fancy could, indeed, indulge
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